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2639 October 26, 1900 

"Report of inspection of station at Cienfuegos. 

Havana, Cuba, October 12, 1900. 

Sir : In reply to Bureau letter (E.B.S.-E.M.W.), dated October 6, 1900, 
in relation to a detention camp at Cienfuegos, office, etc., I have the 
honor to report that I took advantage of the fact that the TJ. 8. trans- 
port Crook was about to leave this port for Cienfuegos to deliver quar- 
termaster's supplies and return in a limited time. I departed the night 
of October 5, and returned the morning of October 10, 1900. 

The following report is submitted : 

Cienfuegos, situated upon the middle south coast of the island of Cuba, 
population about 40,000, has one of the best protected harbors, both 
from the elements and military attack. Bowall Barracks are located 
near the entrance, about 6 miles from the city, where 4 companies of 
troops are well located and protected from the introduction of epidemic 
diseases. 

A mile or two within and to the right, about 5 miles from the city, 
is situated Cava Alcatraz, a small island of about 16 acres, with good 
anchorage ground for a disinfecting barge and vessels undergoing quar- 
antine. This site, together with considerable adjacent ground upon the 
mainland, is under process of condemnation for military purposes, and 
the island set aside for quarantine uses. It is well adapted for the pur- 
poses of a camp and quarantine station combined. The present tem- 
porary location, about 3 miles from the city, is a temporary makeshift 
and illy adapted for the purpose. It is low, swampy, and infested with 
mosquitoes. A fairly well equipped outfit is on hand to accommodate 
about a dozen persons, and will meet the necessity until the other site 
is secured. Upon the wharf at Cienfuegos, a disinfecting chamber of 
French pattern is housed in a small frame building, sufficient for pres- 
ent purposes until the arrival of the floating disinfecting barge pro- 
vided for this station. ' Muster and roll call of the officers and attend- 
ants showed a correspondence with the pay roll, and the books and 
records in the office were in neat and orderly condition. The medical 
officer in command has reason to believe that suitable office room will 
be allotted in one of the public buildings near the harbor, which will 
cause the saving of rental expense and replace recommendations previ- 
ously made by him. There is no present necessity for the extension of 
the disinfecting plant building upon the wharf for a small office, on 
account of the probability of obtaining office space in one of the public 
buildings nearby. 

Steamship lines. — The steamers of Menendez Line arrive twice a week 
from Batabano, touching at Casilda, Tunas, Jucaro, Santa Cruz and 
Manzanillo, and Santiago de Cuba upon the trip. These vessels arrive 
from Batabano at night, twelve hours out. A guard is placed on board 
and local baggage for Santiago, as well as that for points beyond, is dis- 
infected. This is doing the work en route for the officer at Santiago, 
but seems to be the best arrangement at the present time. 

Vessels of the Jover Steamship Line arrive from Spain and the 
Canary Islands once a month, touching at Cuban ports, being about 
twenty-one days from Havana. The vessels are then disinfected at 
Cienfuegos before proceeding to New Orleans. 

Cattle boats. — Vessels of this class arriving from New Orleans receive 
no special quarantine attention. The Munson Line steamers have non- 
immune crews, mostly Norwegians, and are over five days out from 
Tampico, Progreso, and other ports. Nine vessels were disinfected last 
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year, and 13 during the present season. I append a list of the number 
of vessels departing for southern ports of the United States. 

Bailroad communication. — One of my principal objects was to ascertain 
the amount of yellow- fever infection introduced by rail and the best 
methods of restraint to be adopted. It is estimated that there are about 
60 nonimmunes in Cienfuegos, 20 of whom are Americans. Eailroad 
communication is about twelve hours from Havana, over a rough and 
primitive equipment. Seven cases of yellow fever have been isolated 
this season, 5 of which contracted the disease in Havana, and 2 were 
incurred from these cases locally. After looking over the situation 
carefully with Assistant Surgeon Trotter, the best remedy at present 
appears to be to have the few nonimmunes now arriving by rail to report 
daily to the health authorities for inspection and to have their baggage 
disinfected upon arrival. I inclose copy of official papers and indorse- 
ment made by myself upon my return to Havana. The steam launch 
Urquhart requires some spar varnish, for which requisition will be made 
to the Bureau. The launch is well adapted to this harbor and is giving 
good service. Dr. Trotter has the quarantine situation well in hand 
and, is doing efficient work at a reasonable expense for this station. 

Subports. — The subports of this station are Casilda (Trinidad) Jucaro, 
Tunas de Zaza (Sancti Spiritus), and Santa Cruz del Sur. No quaran- 
tine officer is necessary at Jucaro at the present time. Foreign vessels 
touch at this place about once a year via other local ports. It is the 
port of entry for Ciega de Avila, which is inland about 18 miles, with a 
small local railroad to the port of Jucaro. Tunas is the port of entry 
of Sancti Spiritus, 27 miles inland, having a population of about 15,000, 
with a small local railroad to the port making 4 trips a week. Tunas 
consists of about 100 houses, the residences of ship brokers, agents, and 
stevedores. Only small coasting vessels come to the wharves. Vessels 
of over 12 feet draft anchor 3 miles away. There is little danger of 
yellow fever infection at these subports, and no ascertained communi- 
cation with plague-infected ports. 

Eespectfully, A. H. Glennan 

Burgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8., 
Chief Quarantine Officer for the Island of Cuba. 

The Surgeon-General, U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Protection of neighboring cities against Havana. 
[Translation.] 

Cienfuegos, Cuba, September 29, 1900. 
Sir: Having been informed of the ]arge number of yellow-fever 
patients actually existing in the city of Havana, bearing in mind that 
of the cases of yellow fever had in this city, 2 proceeded from the capital, 
and wishing this city to establish a quarantine by land as a drawback 
to yellow fever, and not counting with the means necessary and the 
many difficulties which arise, in view of the different places from which 
passengers arriving at Cienfuegos come from, I beg of you to kindly 
order that all passeDgers proceeding from Havana may not be allowed 
to embark for Cienfuegos without being first fumigated, with their 
baggage, and that all acclimated foreigners, besides being subject to 
these measures, bring a certificate of acclimation of the epidemic 
which occupies us. 

Eespectfully, Dr. E. Euiz, 

Director. 
Chief of the Military Health Department. 



